Consultations in internal medicine: a training program resource.
At the Milton S. Hershey Medical Center of the Pennsylvania State University an internal medicine consulting resident sees all medical consultation requests not directed to a specific subspecialty division. An audit of a nine-month experience on the consult service was compared with that of a general medicine ward service. The audit revealed that consulting residents were exposed to a quantitatively and qualitatively different spectrum of medical problems than were found on the ward service. The interdisciplinary aspects of the experience expand the consulting internist's fund of knowledge and complement outpatient exposure to other specialties, such as surgery and obstetrics-gynecology. Chief medical residents at 36 university medical centers were surveyed regarding the nature of the internal medicine consultation programs in their institutions. The survey indicated that half the programs were service oriented rather than educational and were not felt to be of profit to the medicine residents.